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virtue of her scandalous performances and the multiplicity of
her lovers. After a period in the provinces she underwent a
religious conversion and returned to Constantinople, where
she lived in obscurity. How she met the Emperor Justinian,
who was already quite mature at the time, is not known, but his
passion for her was so great and pure that he violated all pre-
cedent and made her Empress in a.d. 527. She seems to have
lived an exemplary domestic life with him and to have devoted
herself to good works. The redemption of fallen women was
one of her chief concerns. It is said that she caused the kws on
marriage and divorce to be strengthened in favour of women,
was an energetic matchmaker, and encouraged ill-treated and
unhappily married wives to seek redress and consolation
elsewhere. On the whole, she had a very poor opinion of men
with the exception of the adoring Justinian whom she regarded
as something of a fool.	*
Theodora's historical significance lies in the power she
wielded. There was apparently nothing she could not get the
doting Justinian to do. She mothered and warmly defended
grave heretical doctrines in an age of ruthless fanaticism, fought
for the rights of dissenters, deposed one Pope and made another
a servant of her will—all this despite the orthodox professing
Justinian—gave orders to the military, intrigued with subordin-
ates, appointed and removed the highest officers of the realm,
saved Justinian's throne from a rebellion. In short, she showed
herself the keenest statesman in the whole line of Byzantine
rulers. As a woman she was attractive, but her contemporaries
thought her more graceful than beautiful and were most im-
pressed by her spirit, intelligence, and sharp wit. Only Justinian
thought her perfect. "Upon the most momentous questions
Justinian was pleased to take the advice of cthe most reverend
spouse whom God had given unto him* whom he loved to call
'his sweetest delight/ "*
None the less, despite her enormous power, Theodora at
most rmast be regarded as a potentially event-making woman.
The heresies she defended made little headway after her death.
The Imperial treasury was bankrupted by fantastic extravagances.
Had she applied the habits of a thrifty housewife to the royal
economy her influence would have been more lasting. The
Empire of Jusriantan crumbled in the West, and became weaker
and weaker before the onslaughts of the Eastern ''barbarians."
1 C. Diehl, Byvpntme Portraits, KngHsh transktioo, p. €4, Near Yotk, 1927.

